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Evaluating the availability of nutrients for maintenance and growth in ruminants
Abstract
Two experiments were performed with mature wether lambs to evaluate availability of selected nutrients
and volatile fatty acids for maintenance and growth. We used a technique in which known amounts of
volatile fatty acids were infused into the rumen and casein into the abomasum. Sampling portal blood
allowed measurement of nutrients absorbed across the gastrointestinal tract. Approximately 49, 62, and
21% of the infused acetate, propionate, and butyrate, respectively, were absorbed across the
gastrointestinal tract.
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